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PART 401—SEIZURE AND FOR-
FEITURE OF VESSELS, VEHICLES 
AND AIRCRAFT USED TO TRANS-
PORT COUNTERFEIT COINS, OBLI-
GATIONS, SECURITIES, AND PAR-
APHERNALIA 

Sec. 
401.1 Secret Service agents authorized to 

make seizures. 
401.2 Custody. 
401.3 Authority of District Directors of Cus-

toms to hold in custody. 
401.4 Duties of Bureau of Customs. 
401.5 Disposition. 

AUTHORITY: Sec. 8, 53 Stat. 1293; 49 U.S.C. 
788. 

SOURCE: 33 FR 4257, Mar. 7, 1968, unless oth-
erwise noted. 

§ 401.1 Secret Service agents author-
ized to make seizures. 

All officers of the U.S. Secret Service 
engaged in the enforcement of counter-
feiting laws are hereby authorized and 
designated to seize such vessels, vehi-
cles, and aircraft as may be subject to 
seizure because of violations of the said 
act of August 9, 1939, pertaining to con-
traband articles referred to in section 
1(b) (3) of said act. 

§ 401.2 Custody. 
Each vessel, vehicle, or aircraft 

seized pursuant to the said act of Au-
gust 9, 1939, and the regulations in this 
part shall forthwith be placed by the 
seizing officer in the custody of the 
District Director of Customs for the 
customs district in which such seizure 
is made. Such placing in custody shall 
be effected by immediate notification 
of the appropriate District Director of 
Customs of the seizure, together with a 
statement of the facts including a de-
scription of the vessel, vehicle, or air-
craft, and the holding by the seizing of-
ficer of such vessel, vehicle, or aircraft 
subject to the instructions of the said 
district director of customs. 

§ 401.3 Authority of District Directors 
of Customs to hold in custody. 

District Directors of Customs are 
hereby authorized and designated to 
hold in custody awaiting appropriate 
disposition vessels, vehicles, and air-
craft seized pursuant to the said act of 

August 9, 1939, and the regulations in 
this part. 

§ 401.4 Duties of Bureau of Customs. 

With respect to every vessel, vehicle, 
and aircraft seized and placed in the 
custody of a district director of cus-
toms pursuant to the said act of Au-
gust 9, 1939, and the regulations in this 
part, the appropriate officials of the 
Bureau of Customs are hereby author-
ized and designated as the officers who 
shall perform such administrative du-
ties in connection with— 

(a) The summary and judicial for-
feiture and condemnation of such ves-
sel, vehicle, or aircraft; 

(b) The disposition of such vessel, ve-
hicle, or aircraft or the proceeds from 
the sale thereof; 

(c) The remission or mitigation of 
the forfeiture of such vessel, vehicle, or 
aircraft; and 

(d) The compromise of claims and the 
award of compensation to informers in 
respect to such vessel, vehicle, or air-
craft; 

as may be necessary and proper by vir-
tue of the provisions of said act of Au-
gust 9, 1939, and by virtue of the provi-
sions of the customs laws which the 
said act makes applicable in connec-
tion with seizures and forfeitures in-
curred or alleged to have been incurred 
under the said act and the regulations 
in this part. In the performance of said 
administrative duties the said appro-
priate officials of the Bureau of Cus-
toms shall be governed by the proce-
dures established by the customs regu-
lations, insofar as such procedures are 
applicable and not inconsistent with 
the provisions of the said act of August 
9, 1939, and the regulations in this part. 
Powers of the character of those exer-
cised by the Secretary of the Treasury 
and Commissioner of Customs is con-
nection with the remission or mitiga-
tion of forfeitures under the customs 
laws and in connection with the com-
promise of claims and the award of 
compensation to informers under the 
customs laws shall be exercised by the 
Secretary of the Treasury in connec-
tion with the remission or mitigation 
of forfeitures under the said act of Au-
gust 9, 1939, and in connection with the 
compromise of claims and the award of 
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